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at the spacecraft’s end of life, by de-
pleting residual fuel and leaving all 
fuel line valves open, venting any pres-
surized system, leaving all batteries in 
a permanent discharge state, and re-
moving any remaining source of stored 
energy, or through other equivalent 
procedures specifically disclosed in the 
application; 

(3) A statement that the space sta-
tion operator has assessed and limited 
the probability of the space station be-
coming a source of debris by collisions 
with large debris or other operational 
space stations. Where a space station 
will be launched into a low-Earth orbit 
that is identical, or very similar, to an 
orbit used by other space stations, the 
statement must include an analysis of 
the potential risk of collision and a de-
scription of what measures the space 
station operator plans to take to avoid 
in-orbit collisions. If the space station 
operator is relying on coordination 
with another system, the statement 
must indicate what steps have been 
taken to contact, and ascertain the 
likelihood of successful coordination of 
physical operations with, the other 
system. The statement must disclose 
the accuracy—if any—with which or-
bital parameters of non-geostationary 
satellite orbit space stations will be 
maintained, including apogee, perigee, 
inclination, and the right ascension of 
the ascending node(s). In the event 
that a system is not able to maintain 
orbital tolerances, i.e., it lacks a pro-
pulsion system for orbital mainte-
nance, that fact should be included in 
the debris mitigation disclosure. Such 
systems must also indicate the antici-
pated evolution over time of the orbit 
of the proposed satellite or satellites. 
Where a space station requests the as-
signment of a geostationary-Earth 
orbit location, it must assess whether 
there are any known satellites located 
at, or reasonably expected to be lo-
cated at, the requested orbital loca-
tion, or assigned in the vicinity of that 
location, such that the station keeping 
volumes of the respective satellites 
might overlap. If so, the statement 
must include a statement as to the 
identities of those parties and the 
measures that will be taken to prevent 
collisions; 

(4) A statement detailing the post- 
mission disposal plans for the space 
station at end of life, including the 
quantity of fuel—if any—that will be 
reserved for post-mission disposal ma-
neuvers. For geostationary-Earth orbit 
space stations, the statement must dis-
close the altitude selected for a post- 
mission disposal orbit and the calcula-
tions that are used in deriving the dis-
posal altitude. The statement must 
also include a casualty risk assessment 
if planned post-mission disposal in-
volves atmospheric re-entry of the 
space station. In general, an assess-
ment should include an estimate as to 
whether portions of the spacecraft will 
survive re-entry and reach the surface 
of the Earth, as well as an estimate of 
the resulting probability of human cas-
ualty. 

[63 FR 64202, Nov. 19, 1998, as amended at 69 
FR 54586, Sept. 9, 2004] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 69 FR 54586, 
Sept. 9, 2004, § 5.63(e) was added. This para-
graph contains information collection and 
recordkeeping requirements and will not be-
come effective until approval has been given 
by the Office of Management and Budget. 

§ 5.65 Defective applications. 

(a) Applications that are defective 
with respect to completeness of an-
swers to required questions, execution 
or other matters of a purely formal 
character may not be received for fil-
ing by the Commission, and may be re-
turned to the applicant with a brief 
statement as to the omissions. 

(b) If an applicant is requested by the 
Commission to file any documents or 
information not included in the pre-
scribed application form, a failure to 
comply with such request will con-
stitute a defect in the application. 

(c) Applications that are not in ac-
cordance with the Commission’s rules, 
regulations, or other requirements will 
be considered defective unless accom-
panied either by: 

(1) a petition to amend any rule, reg-
ulation, or requirement with which the 
application is in conflict; or 

(2) a request of the applicant for 
waiver of, or an exception to, any rule, 
regulation, or requirement with which 
the application is in conflict. Such re-
quest shall show the nature of the 
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waiver or exception desired and set 
forth the reasons in support thereof. 

§ 5.67 Amendment or dismissal of ap-
plications. 

(a) Any application may be amended 
or dismissed without prejudice upon re-
quest of the applicant prior to the time 
the application is granted. Each 
amendment to, or request for dismissal 
of an application shall be signed, au-
thenticated, and submitted in the same 
manner and with the same number of 
copies as required for the original ap-
plication. All subsequent correspond-
ence or other material that the appli-
cant desires to have incorporated as a 
part of an application already filed 
shall be submitted in the form of an 
amendment to the application. 

(b) Failure to prosecute an applica-
tion, or failure to respond to official 
correspondence or request for addi-
tional information, will be cause for 
dismissal. Such dismissal will be with-
out prejudice. 

§ 5.69 Partial grants. 
In cases in which the Commission 

grants an application in part, or with 
any privileges, terms, or conditions 
other than those requested, or subject 
to any interference that may result to 
a station if designated application or 
applications are subsequently granted, 
the action of the Commission shall be 
considered as a grant of such applica-
tion unless the applicant shall, within 
30 days from the date on which such 
grant is made or from its effective date 
if a later date is specified, file with the 
Commission a written request rejecting 
the grant as made. Upon receipt of 
such request, the Commission will co-
ordinate with the applicant in an at-
tempt to resolve problems arising from 
the grant. 

§ 5.71 License period. 
(a) The regular license period for sta-

tions in the Experimental Radio Serv-
ice is either 2 or 5 years. An applicant 
desiring to apply for a 5-year license 
must provide justification for its need 
for a license of that duration. A license 
may be renewed upon an adequate 
showing of need. 

(b) A license will not be granted for a 
period longer than that which is re-

quired for completion of the experi-
mental project. If such period is esti-
mated to be less than 2 years, or be-
tween 2–5 years, a statement to that ef-
fect by the applicant may facilitate 
grant of the application. See also § 5.69 
of this part. 

§ 5.73 Experimental report. 

(a) Unless specifically stated as a 
condition of the authorization, licens-
ees are not required to file a report on 
the results of the experimental pro-
gram carried on under this subpart. 

(b) The Commission may, as a condi-
tion of authorization, request the li-
censee to forward periodic reports in 
order to evaluate the progress of the 
experimental program. 

(c) An applicant may request that 
the Commission withhold from the 
public certain reports and associated 
material and the Commission will do 
so unless the public interest requires 
otherwise. These requests should follow 
the procedures for submission set forth 
in § 0.459 of this chapter. 

§ 5.75 Number of licenses required. 

An application for a station embrac-
ing widely divergent and unrelated ex-
perimentations will normally require a 
separate license for each experiment. 
However, if the experiments are related 
or conducted by the same manufac-
turer, an applicant may apply for a 
blanket license encompassing the en-
tire experimental program. If a blanket 
license is granted, licensees will be re-
quired to notify the Commission of the 
specific details of each individual ex-
periment, including location, number 
of base and mobile units, power, emis-
sion designator, and any other perti-
nent technical information not speci-
fied by the blanket license. 

§ 5.77 Change in equipment and emis-
sion characteristics. 

(a) A change may be made in a li-
censed transmitter without specific au-
thorization from the Commission pro-
vided that the change does not result 
in operations inconsistent with any 
term of the outstanding authorization 
for the station involved. 

(b) Discrete changes in emission 
characteristics may be made without 
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